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a sterner meaning: All power to the Bolshevik Soviets. It was no longer a question of the peaceful transfer of power to the proletariat. 'The problem of the assumption of power by the Soviets/' Lenin wrote early in October/ "is the problem of the successful insurrection." Armed insurrection was, indeed, the issue that dominated Bolshevik thought and the Russian scene in September and October.
Although, according to Lenin, the July revolt ended the regime of "dual power" and inaugurated that of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie which must be overthrown by force, he realized that Bolshevism had suffered a setback, and he did not advocate an armed uprising in the immediate future.8 A resolution of the sixth congress of the Bolshevik Party, which Lenin directed from his hideout in Finland, urged the workers to wait and to avoid any action that might lead to an open clash. The events of the end of August and beginning of September brought a sharp reversal of Lenin's strategy. "Having obtained a majority in the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers7 Deputies in the two capital cities [Petrograd and Moscow] the Bolsheviks can and must take power/' Lenin wrote to the central committee of the party in the middle of September. "The majority of the people is for us. ... The Bolshevik government alone will satisfy the peasantry. . . . Why should power be taken by the Bolsheviks now? Because the impending surrender of Petrograd would reduce our chances a hundredfold. And we cannot prevent the surrender of Petrograd while the army is headed by Kerensky and Company. One cannot 'wait' for the Constituent Assembly. . . , Our party alone, by taking power, will assure the convocation of the Constituent Assembly. . . . Separate peace between the British and the German imperialists can and must be prevented only by rapid action. . . . The issue should be made clear to the party: to put on the order of the day armed insurrection in Petrograd and Moscow . . . conquest of power, overthrow of the government. . . . By taking power simultaneously in Moscow and Petrograd we shall win unconditionally and indubitably.7' The inter-
7 Theses for the Petrograd All-City Conference and Mandate -for the Delegates to the Party Conference.
8 The doctrine of the counter-revolutionary character of the Provisional Government formed in July was endorsed by the sixth congress of the Bolshevik Party. Trotsky rightly observed that this formula was, "to say the least, inaccurate." If in July power had passed into the hands of the "military clique," why should the same "military clique'* attempt a mutiny in August? Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution (New York, 1934), II, 320.